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ON 


THE CHRONOLOGY OF THE HINDUS. 


WRITTEN IN JANUARY, 1788, 


BY 


THE PEESIDENT. 


^J['lIE great antiquity of the Uindics is believed so firmly by 
lemsclves, and has been the subject of so much conversation 
•nong Eiiropeam, that a short view of their Chronological Sys- 
an, which has not yet been exhibited from certain authorities, 
lay be acceptable to those, who seek truth without partiality 
’ receive opinions, and without regarding any consequences, that 
lay result from their inquiries : the consequences, indeed, of truth 
innot but bo desirable, and no reasonable man will apprehend 
ny danger to society from a general diffusion of its light ; but 
must not suffer ourselves to be dazzled by a false glare, nor mis- 
ake enigmas and allegories for historical verity^ Attached to no 
jystem, and as much disposed to reject the Mosaic history, if it be 
woved erroneous, as to believe it, if it be confirmed by sound 
•easoning from indubitable evidence, I propose to lay before you 
i concise account of Indian Chronology extracted from Sanscrit 
looks, or collected from conversations with Pandits, and to sub- 
join a fcYV remarks on their system, without attempting to de- 
cide a question, which I shall venture to start, “ whether it is not 
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in fact the same with our own, but embellislied and obscui 
by the fancy of their poets and the riddles of tlicir astronomerf 

One of the most curious books in Samcrit^ and one of the o' 
est after the VkUs^ is a tract on religiom and ciml duties, tak< 
as it is believed, from the oral instructions of Menu, sonof 
to the first- inhabitants of the earth : a well-collated co 
of this interesting law-tract is now before me ; and I begin ? 
dissertation with a few couplets from the first chapter of 
The sun causes the division of day and nighty which are of t 
shorts, those of men and those of the Gods ^ the day, for the 
bour of all creatures in their several employments ^ the nig 
for their slumber. A month is a day and night of the Patriard 
and it is divided into two parts ; the bright half is tkeir < 
for laborious exertions ; the dark half, /Mr night for sleep, 
year is a day and niglit of the Gods; and that is also divided i 
two halves ; the day is, when the sun moves towards the nor 
the night, when it inoves towards the south. Learn now the ( 
ration of anight and day of Brahma'^, with that of the agesresj: 
tivcly and in order. Four thousand years of the Gods they ^ 
the Crita (or Saiya ), age; and its limits at the beginning 
at the end arc, in like manner, as many hundreds. In the tt 
successive ages, together witli their limits at the beginning : 
end of them, are thousands and liundreds diminished by ( 
This aggregate of four ages, amounting to twelve tliousand 
vine years, is called an age of tlic Gods ; and a thousand s 
divine ages added together must be considered as a day of Br 
ma^ his night has also the same duration. The before ment; 
cd age of the Gods, or twelve thousand of their years, mv 
plied by seventy-one, form what is named here below a A 
wan/ara. Their are alternate creations and destructions of wo 
throngli innumerable Manwaniara s: the Being Supremely 
ahl(' performs all this again and again.” 

Such is tlie arrangement of infinite time, which the Ilh 
believe to have been revealed from heaven, and wliicli 1 
generally understand in a literal sense : it seems to have intri 
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tlie observations of others, nor anticipate those In particular, which 
have been inade by two or three of our members, and which they 
will, 1 hope, communicate to the society. A conjecture, however, 
of Mr. Paterson has so much ingenuity in it, that I cannot for- 
bear mentioning it here, especially as it seems to be confirmed 
by one of the couplets just cited: he supposes, that, as a mo7ith 
of mortals is a day and night of the Patriarchs from the analogy 
of its briglit and dark halves, so, by the same analogy, a day and 
night of mortals might have been considered by the ancient 
ninths as a month of the lower world; and then a year of such 
months will consist only of twelve days and nights, and thirty 
such years will compose a lunar year of mortals; whence he sur- 
mises, that the four wUlion three hundred and twe7dy thousand years, 
of which the four Indian ages arc supposed to consist, mean only 
years of twelve days; and, in fact, that sum, divided by thirty^ is 
reduced to an hundred and forty ’four thousand: now a thousand 
four hundred and forty ycai-s are one pada^ a period in the IRndu 
astronomy, and that sum, multiplied by eiyhteen, amounts precisely 
to twentipfire thousand nine hundred, and ticMty^ the number of 
years in which tlic fixed stars appear to perform their long revolu- 
tion eastward. The last mentioned sum is tlie product also of an 
hundred and forty-four^ which, according to M. Bailly, was an 
old Indian cycle, into an hundred and eighty, or the Tartarian 
j)eriod, called Van, and of ttro thousand eight hundred and eighty 
into 7nne, wdiich is not only one of the lunar cycles, but consider- 
ed by the Hindus as a mysterious number and an emblem of 
Divinity, because, if it be multiplied by any otlier wdiole number, 
tlie sum of the figures in tlie different jiroducts remains always 
nine, as tlie Deity, wlio appears in many forms, continues One 
immutable essence. The important period of tirenty-fire thousand 
nine hundred years is well known to arise from the mul- 

tiplication of ilrree hundred and sivty into seventy-two, the number 
of years in which a fixed star seems to move through a degree of 
a groat circle ; and, although M. Le Gentil assures us, that the 
modern Hindus believe ^a complete revolution of the stars to be 
made iu tivmfy-four thousand years, or ffty-four seconds of a de- 
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gree to be passed in one year, yet we may have reason to think, 
that the old Indian astronomers had made a more accurate cal- 
culation, but concealed their knowledge from the people under 
the veil of fourteen Menwantara’s, seventy-one divine ages, com- 
pound cycles, and years of different sorts, from those of Brahma^ 
to those of Pata la, or the infernal regions. If we follow the ana- 
logy suggested by Menu, and suppose only a day and night to be 
called a year, we may divide the Humber of years in a divine age 
by three hundred and sixty, and the quotient will be twelve thou- 
sand, or the number of his divine years in one age: but, conjec- 
ture apart, we need only Compare the. two periods 4320000 and 
25920, and we shall find, that among their common divisors, are 
6, 9, 12, &c. 18, 36, 72, 144, &c. which numbers with their se- 
veral multiples, especially in a decuple progression, constitute 
some of the most celebrated periods of the Chaldeans, Greeks, 
i I'artars, and even of the Indians. We cannot fail to observe, 
that the number 432, which appears to be the basis of the Indian 
system, is a 60th part of 25920, and, by continuing the compari- 
son, wo might probably solve the Avhole enigma. In the preface 
to a Varanes Almanac I find the following wild stanza: “A 
thousand Groat Ages are a day of Brahma ; a thousand such 
days arc an Indian hour of Vishnu ; six hundred thousand such 
hours make a period of Kudra ; and a million of Rudra's (or 
fu'o quadrillions five hundred and ninefy-fwo thousand trillions of 
lunar years), are but a second to the Supreme Being.’’ The 
Hindu theologians deny the conclusion of the stanza to be 
orthodox ; ‘‘ Time, they say, cxi4s not at all with God and they 
advise the Astronomers to mind their own business without meddling 
with theology. The astronomical verse, however, will answer our 
present purpose ; for it shows, in the first place, that cyphers 
are added at ^ pleasure to sw^ell the periods; and, if we take ten 
cyphers from a Rudra, or divide by ten thousand millions, we shall 
have a period of 259200000 years, which, divided by 60 
(the usual divisor of time among the Hindus ) will give 4320000, 
or a Great Age, wiiich w^e find subdivided in the proportion of 
4, 3, 2, 1, from the notion of virtue decreasing arithmetically in the 
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golden^ silver^ copper^ and earthen^ ages. But, should it be thought 
improbable, that the Indian astronomers in very early times had 
made more accurate observations than those of Alexandria^Bagddd^ 
or Mara!ghah^ and still more improbable that they should have 
relapsed without apparent cause into error, we may suppose, that 
they formed their divine age by an arbitrary multiplication of 
24000 by 180 according to M. Le Gentil, or of 21600 by 200 
according to the comment on* the Surya Siddhanta, Now, as 
it is hardly possible, that such coincidences should be accidental, 
we may hold it neaidy demonstrated, that the period of a divine 
age was at first merely astronomical, and may consequently 
reject it from our present inquiry into the historical or civil 
chronology of India, Let us, however, proceed to the avowed 
opinions of the Hindii^^, and see, when we have ascertained their 
system, whether we can reconcile it to the course of nature 
and the common sense of mankind. 

The aggregate of their four ages they call a divine age, and 
believe that, in every thousand such ages, or in every day of 
Brahma"^, fourteen Me?tu*s are successively invested by him with 
the sovereignty of the earth: each Menu, they suppose, transmits 
his empire to his sons and grandsons during a period of seventy- 
one divine ages ; and such a period they name a Manwantara ; but, 
since fourteen multiplied by seventy-one are not quite a thonsand^ 
we must conclude, that six divine ages are allowed for intervals 
between the Mariwantard^s^ or for the twilight of Brahman’s day. 
Thirty such days, or Calpas constitute, in their opinion, a month 
of Brahma^; twelve such months, one of his years ; and an hun- 
dred such years, his age; of which age they assert, that fifty 
years have elapsed. We are now then, according to the Hindus, 
in the first day or Calpa of the first month of the fifty-first year 
of Brahman’s age, and in the twenty-eighth divine age of the 
seventh Manwantara, of which divine age the three first human 
ages have passed, and/w thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight 
of the fourth. 

In the present day of Brahma^ the first Menu was surnamed 
SwA VAMBHUVA, 01 Son of the Selfiemtent ; and it is He, by whom 
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the Institutes of licllf/mts and Civil Duties are supposed to have 
been delivered : in his time the Deity descended at a Sacrifice^ 
and, by his wife SATAUU^rA^, he had two distinguished sons, and 
three daughters. This pair was created, for the multiplication of 
the human species, after that new creation of the world, which 
the Bra limans call Pa dmacalpiya^ or the L6*/o.S'-creation. 

If it were worth while to calculate the age of Menu’s Institutes, 
according to the Bra^hmans, we must multiply four million three 
hundred and twenty thousand by six times seventy-one, and add 
to the product the number of years already past in the seventh 
Manwantara. Of the five Menu’s, who succeeded him, I have 
seen little more than the names ; but the Hindu writings are 
Very diffuse on the life and posterity of the seventh Menu, sur- 
niftnad Vatvaswata, or Child of the Sun: he is supposed to have 
had ten sons, of whom the eldest was Icshwa^cu ; and to have 
been accompanied by seven lilshts, or holy persons, whose 
names were, Casyapa, Athi, Yasishtha, ViswaWtra, Gautama, 
Jamadagni, and Biiaradwaja ; an account, which explains the 
opening of the fourth chapter of the (rita'P This immutable sys- 
tem of devotion, says Ciusuna, I revealed to Vivaswat, or the 
Sun; Vivaswat declared it to his son Menu ; Menu explained it 
to IcshwaYu : thus the lihhis know' this sublime doctrine 
delivered from one to another.” 

In the reign of this Sun-born Monarch the Hindus believe 
the whole earth to have been drowned, and the whole human race 
destroyed by a flood, except the pious Prince himself, the seven 
EishiSy and their several wives; for they suppose his children 
to have been borii after the deluge. This general pralaya^ or dis- 
truction, is the subject of the first Parana^ or Sacred Poem^ 
which consists of fourteen thousand Stanzas; and the story is con- 
cisely, but clearly and elegantly, told in the eightli book of the 
Bhagaivatay from which 1 have extracted the whole, and translated 
it with great care, but will only present you here with an abridge- 
ment of it. “ The demon Hayagriva having purloined the Vedas 
from the custody of Brahma^, while he was reposing at the close 
of the sixth Manwantara^ the ^Yhole race of meu became corrupt 
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except seven Hhhis^ and Satyavrata, who then reigned in 
Dmvira^ a maritime region to the soutli of Carna'ta : this prince 
was performing his ablutions in the river Cntamala^ when V ish- 
Ku appeared to him in the shape of a small fish, and, after 
several augmentations of bulk in different waters, was placed by 
Satyavrata in the ocean, where he thus addressed his amazed 
votary: ‘ In seven days all creatures, wdio have offended me, 
shall be destroyed by a deluge, but thou shalt be secured in 
a capacious vessel miraculously formed : take therefore all 
kinds of medicinal herbs and esculent grain for food, and, 
together with the seven holy men, your respective wives, 
and pairs of all animals, enter the ark without fear; then 
shalt thou know God face to face, and all thy questions shall 
be answered.’ Saying this, he disappeared; and, after seven days, 
the ocean ‘ began to overflow the coasts, and the earth to be flood- 
ed by constant showers, when Satyavrata, meditating on the 
Deity, saw a large vessel moving on the waters: he entered it, 
having ill all respects conformed to the instructions of Vishnu; 
who, in the form of a vast tisli, suffered the vessel to be tied witli 
a great sea serpent, as with a cable, to his measureless horn. When 
the deluge had ceased, Vishnu slew tlie demon, and recovered the 
Vedas, instructed Satyavrata in divine knowledge, and appointed 
him the seventh Menu by the name of Vaivaswata.’ Let us com- 
pare the two Indian accounts of the Creation and the Deluge with 
those dilivered by Moses. It is not made a (juestion in this tract, 
whether the first chapters of Genesis are to be understood in a 
literal, or merely in an allegorical, sense: the only points before 
us are, whether the creation described by the first Menu, which 
the Bra'hmans call that of tlie Lotos, be not the same with that 
recorded in our Scripture, and whether the story of the seventh 
Menu be not one and the same with that of Noait. 1 propose 
the questions, but affirm nothing; leaving others to settle their 
opinions, whether Adam be derived from a' dim, which in Sanscrit 
means the first, or Menu from Nuh, the true name of the 
Patriarch; whether the Sacrifice, at which God is believed to 
have descended, allude to the offering of Abel; and, on the 
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wliole, whetlier tlic two Menu’s can mean any other persons 
than the great progenitor, and the restorer, of our species. 

On a supposition, that Vaivaswata, or Sun-horn^ was the 
Noah of Scripture, let us proceed to the Indian account of his 
posterity, which I extract from the Fura'na'rf haprcca's^a^ or The 
Pura’nais Eu'.plained^ a work lately composed in Sanscrit 
Ka'djia'ca'nta Sarman, a Pandit of extensive learning and 
great fame among the Ilindits of this province. Before wo 
examine the genealogies of kings, which lie has collected from 
the Pura'nd's, it will be necessary to give a general idea of the 
Ava'taras or Descents^ of the Deity: the Hindus believe innumer- 
able such descents or special interpositions of providence in the 
afiairs of mankind, but they reckon ten principal Avaia'ra's^ in 
the current period of four ages; and all of them are described, in 
order as they are supposed to occur, in the following Ode of 
rlAYADE'vA, the grcat Lyric Poet of India. 

1. Thou recoverest the VeUia in the water of the ocean of 
destruction, placing it joyfully in the bosom of an ark fal)ricated 
hg thee; 0 Oe'sava, assuming the body of Vijish: be victorious, 
0 Heui, lord of the Universe ! 

2. “ The earth stands firm on thy immensely broad back, 
which grows larger from the callus occasioned by bearing that 
vast burden, 0 Ce'sava, assuming the body of a tortoise: be 
victorious, 0 Heui, lord of the Universe! 

3. “ The earth, placed on the point of thy tusk, remains fixed 
like the figure of a black antelope on the moon, 0 Ce'sava, assum- 
ing the form of a hoar: be victorious, 0 Heui, lord of the 
Universe !” 

4. The claw with a stupendous point, on the exquisite lotos 
of thy lion’s paw, is the black bee, that stung the body of the 
embowclled Hiranyacasipu, 0 Ce'sava, assuming the form of a 
mandiou: be victorious, 0 Heri, lord of the Universe! 

5. By thy power thou beguilest Bali, 0. thou miraculous 
dwarf, thou purifier of men with the water (of Ganga) springing 
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from thy feet, 0 Cfe'SAi assuming the form of a dwarf: be 
victorious, 0 Heri, lord of the Universe ! 

6. Thou bathest in pure water, consisting of the blood of 
Cshatriya's, the world, whose offences arc removed and who are 
relieved from the pain of other births, 0 Ce'sava, assuming the 
form of Pabas'u-Ra'ma: be victorious, 0 Hem, lord of the 
Universe! 

• 

7. Witli case to thyself, with delight to the Genii of the 
eight regions, thou scattcrest on all sides in the plain of combai; 
the demon with ten heads, 0 Ce'sava, assuming the form of 
Ra^ma-Ciiandra: be victorious, 0 Heri, lord of the Universe! 

8. Thou wcarost on thy bright body a mantle shining like a 
blue cloud, or like the water of Yamuna tripping toward tlieo 
through fear of thy furrowing plough share^ 0 Cf/sava, assuming 
the form of Bala-Ra'ma: be victorious, 0 IIeri, lord of tho 
Universe! 

9. Thou blamest (oh, wonderful!) the whold Veda^ when 
thou scest, 0 kind-hearted, the slaughter of cattle prescribed for 
sacrifice, 0 Ce'sava, assuming the body of Buddha: be victorious, 
0 IIeri, lord of the Universe! 

10. For the destruction of all the impure thou drawest thy 
cimeter like a blazing comet (how tremendous!), 0 Ce'sava, 
assuming tho body of Calci: be victorious, 0 Heri, lord of the 
Universe! 

These ten A vata'ras are by some arranged according to the 
thousands of divine years in each of the four ages, or in an 
arithmetical proportion from four to one; and, if such an arrange- 
ment were universally received, wq should be able to ascertain a 
very material point in the Hindu Chronology; I mean the birth 
of Buddha, concerning which the different Pandiis, whom 1 have 
consulted, and the same Pandits at different times, have expressed 
a strange diversity of opinion. They all agree, that Calci is 
yet to come, and that Buddha was the last considerable incarna- 
tion of the Deity; but the astronomt'rs at Vara'nes place him in 
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the third age, and Ra'djia'ca'Nt insists, that he appeared after 
the thousandth year of the fourth : the learned aiid accurate 
author of the Dabista^n, whose information concerning the 

Hindus is wonderfully correct, mentions an opinion of the 

Pandits^ with whom he had conversed, that Buddha began 

his career ten years before the close of the third age ; and 

Gowkrdhana of Cashmlr, who had once informed me, that 
CiUSHNA descended two centuries before Buddha, assured me lately, 
that the Cashmrians admitted an interval of twenty four years 
(others allow only twelre) between those two divine persons. Ihe 
best authority, after all, is the Bluagawat itself, in the first chap- 
ter of which it is expressly declared, that “Buddha, the son of 
JiNA, would appear at Cleat- for the purpose of confounding 
the demons, just at the beginning oi the Galiijug. 1 have long 
been coJiviiicc'.d, that, on these subjects, we can only reason satis- 
factoiily from written evidence, and that our forensic rule must 
bo invariably applied, to take the declarations of the Bra'hmans 
mmt strongly against themselves^ that is, against their pretensions to 
antiijuity; so that, on the whole, we may safely place Buddha 
at the beginning of the present age : but what is the beginning of 
it ? When this question was proposed to Ra'dha'Ca'nt, he answer- 
ed : “ of a period comprising more than four hundred thousand 
years, the first two or three thousand may reasonably be called 
the heginningy On my demanding written evidence, he produced 
a book of some authority, composed by a learned Go'swa^mi, and 
entitled Bha'gairata'nirita, or, the Nectar of the Bha'gawat, on 
which it is a metrical comment ; and the couplet which he read 
from it deserves to be cited : after tlie just mentioned account of 
Buddha in the text, the coramontator says, 

Asau vyaeiah calerahdasahasradwitaye gate, 

Mdrtih patalavema^-sya dwihlwja chienrojf hita. 

‘ He became visible, the-thousand-and-second-year-of-the-Cali-ay^, 
being past; his body of-a-colour-betweeu-white-and-ruddy, with- 
two-arms, witliout-hair on his head.' 

Ci’cat'a, named in the text as the birth place of Buddha, the 
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Goswdmi supposes to liavc been Dhermwranya^ a wood near 
Gaya' ^ where a colossal image of that ancient Deity still remains ; 
it seemed to me of black stone ; but, as I saw it by torch-light, 
I cannot be positive as to its colour, which may, indeed, have 
been changed by time. 

The Bra'hmans universally speak of tlie Budim with all the 
malignity of an intolerant spirit; yet the most orthodox among 
them consider Buddha himself* as an incarnation of Vishnu: 
this is a contradiction hard to be reconciled; unless we cut the 
knot, instead of untying it, l)y supposing with Giorgi, that there 
were Um Buddhas, the younger of whom established the new 
religion, wdiich gave so great offence in and was introduced 
into china in the first century of our era. The Cashmirian 
before mentioned asserted this fixet, without being led to it by 
any question that implied it; and we may have reason to suppose, 
that Buddha is in truth only a general word for a philosopher : 
the author of a celebrated Sanscrit Dictionary, entitled from his 
name Amaracdsha^ who was himself a Biiddhay and flourished in 
the first century before Christ, begins his vocabulary with nine 
words, that signify heaven^ and proceeds to those, which mean 
a deity in general; after which come different classes of Gods^ 
Demigods^ and Demons, all by names; and they are follow- 

ed by two very remarkable heads; first, (not the 
of Buddha, but) the names of a Buddhadn-general, of which he 
gives us eighteen, such as Muni Sa'stri, Mimindra, Vina'yacay 
Samantahhadra^ Dhermara'ja^ Sugata^ and the like; most of them 
significative of excellence, wisdom, virtue, and sanctity ; secondly, 
the names of a-par&M/ar-5/2(Ma-i¥/.m2-who-descended-in-the- 
family-of-^^v'CYA (those are the very words of the original), and 
his titles are, Sa'cyamuni, Sa'cyasinha, Servart' hasiddha, Saiidhd^ 
dani, Gautama, Arcabandhu, or Kinsman of the Sun, and Ma'ya'- 
devisuta, or Child of Ma'ya': thence the author passes to 
the different epithets of particular Hindu Deities. When I 
pointed out this curious passage to Ra'dha'ca'nt, he contended, 
that the first eighteen names were general epithets, and the fol- 
lowing seven, proper names, or patronymics, of one and the same 
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person; but Ra'malo'chan, my own teaclier, who, thou not a 
Bra'hrnaUj is an excellent scholar anda very sensible unprejudiced 
man, assured me, that Buddha was a word, like Devay and 
that the learned author, having exhibited the names of a Be'vatd 
in general, proceeded to those of a Buddha in general, before he 
came to particulars: he added, that Buddha might mean a Sage 
or a Philosopher^ though Buddha was the word commonly used 
for a mere wm man^ without ' supernatural powers. It seems 
liighly probable, on the whole, that the Buddha, whom Jayade'va 
celebrates in his Hymn, was the Sdegasinha^ or Lion of Sa'cya, 
wdio, though he forbad the sacrifices of cattle, which the Vddds 
enjoin, was believed to be Yishnu himself in a human form, and 
that another Buddha^ one perhaps of Iiis folhnYCrs in a later age, 
assuming his name and character, attempted to overset the whole 
system of the Brahmans^ and was the cause of that persecution, 
from which the Bauddhas are known to have fled into very dis- 
tant regions. May we not reconcile the singular difference of 
opinion among the Ilindm as to the time of Buddha’s appear- 
ance, by supposing tliat they have confounded the 7W Buddhds, 
the first of whom Avas liorn a fciv years before the close of the 
last age, and the second, when above a thousand years of the pre- 
sent age had elapsed ? W e knOAV, from better authorities, and 
Avith as much certainty as can justly be expected on so doubtful 
a subject, the real time, compared Avith our own era, when the 
ancient Buddha began to distinguish himself ; and it is for this 
reason principally, that I have dwelled Avith minute anxiety on 
the subject of the last xivatar. 

The Brahmns, Avho assisted Abu’lfazl in his curious, but 
superficial, account of his master s Empire, informed him, if the 
figures in the Ayliii Acbari be correctly written, that a period of 
2 9C2 years had elapsed from the birth of Buddha to the 40th 
year of Acbar’s reign, which computation Avill place his birth in 
the 1366th year before that of our Saviour; but, when the 
Chmese government admitted a new religion from India in the 
first century of our era, they made particular inquiries concerning 
the age of tlie old Indian Buddha, avIiosc birth, according to 
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Couplet, tliey place in the 41st year of their 28th cycle, or 1030 
years before Christ, and they call him, says ho, Foe the son of 
Moye or Ma'ya' ; blit M. De Guigjtes, on the authority of four 
Chinese Historians, asserts, that Po was born about the year 
before Christ 1027, in the kingdom of Cashuii^^ : Giorot, or 
rather CaSSIano, from whose papers his work was compiled, 
assures us, that, by the calculation of the Tihetians^ ho appeared 
only 959 years before the Christian epoch ; and M. P)ailly, with 
some hesitation, places him 1031 years before it, but inclines to 
think him far more ancient, confounding him, as I have in a for- 
mer tract, with the first Buddha, or Mercury, whom the Goths 
called Woden, and of whom I shall presently take particular 
notice. Now, whether we assume the medium of the four last- 
mentioned dates, or implicitly rely on the authorities quoted by 
1)e Guignes, wx may conclude, that Buddha was first distin- 
guished in this country ahont a thousand years before tho begin- 
ning of our era; and whoever, in so early an age, expects a 
certain epoch unqualified with about or 7iearh/^ will be greatly 
disappointed. Hence it is clear, that, whether the fourth age of 
the ITindus began about one thousand years before Christ, 
according to Goveudhan’s account of Buddha’s birth, or tivo 
thousand, according to that Ba'dha'ca'NT, tho common opinion, 
that 4888 years of it are now elapsed, is erroneous; and here 
for the present vre leave Buddha, with an intention of returning 
to him in due time; observing only, that, if the learned Indians 
differ so widely in their accounts of the ago, when their ninth 
Avatar appeared in their country, we may be assured, that they 
have no certain Chronology before him, and may suspect tho 
certainty of all the relations concerning even his appearance. 

The received Chronology of the Hindus begins with an 
absurdity so monstrous, as to overthrow the whole system ^ for, 
having estaldished their period of seventy-one divine ages as the 
reign of each Menu, yet thinking it incongruous to place a holy 
personage in times of impurity^ they insist, that the Menu reigns 
only in every golden age, and disappears in tlie three human ages 
that follow it, continuing to dive and emerge, like a waterfowl, 
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till the close of liis Maiiwaniara: the learned aiitlior of the 
rmn'na'rfhapriica'm, Avhich I will now follow step by step, 
inentioiicd this ridiculous opinion with a serious face; but as he 
has not inserted it in his work, avc may take his account of the 
seventh Mcjiu according to its obvious and rational meaning, and 
suppose, that Yaivaswata, the son of Surya, the son of CaSYaPa, 
or Uranus^ the son of Mari'chi, or Light: the son of Brahma', 
which is clearly an allegorical pet'iigree, reigned in the last golden 
ago, or, according to the llhidns^ tliree million eight hundred 
and ninety-two tliousand eight hundred and eighty-eight years 
ago. But they contend, that he actually reigned on earth one 
million semn hundred and twcntij-eight ihomand years of mortals, 
or four thousand eight hundred years of tlie God j and this opinion 
is another monster so regugnant to the course of nature and to 
human reason, that it must be rejected as wholly fabulous, and 
taken as a proof, that the Indinas know nothing of their Sun-horn 
Menu, but his name and tlie principal event of his life; I mean 
the universal deluge^ of which the three first Avata’r's are merely 
allegorical representations, with a mixture, especially in the 
secondj of astronomical Mythology, 

From this Menu the whole race of men is believed to have 
descended; for tlie seven RisMs^ who were preserved with him 
in the ark, are not mentioned as fiithers of human families; but, 
since his daughter Ila' was married, as the Indians tell us, to 
the first Budha, or Mercury^ the son of Cjiandra, or the Moon^ a 
male Deity, whose father was Atri, son of Braiima' (wdiere again 
we meet with an allegory purely astronomical or poetical), his 
posterity are divided into two great branches, called the children 
of the Sim from his own supposed father, and the Children of the 
Moon^ from the parent of his daughter’s husband: the lineal male 
descendants in both these families are supposed to have reigned 
in the cities of Ayo'dhya% or Audh^ and Fratishf hama, or Vi'to'ray 
respectively till the thousandth year of the present age^ and the 
names of all the princes in both lines having been diligently 
collected by Ra'dha/ca'nt from several Pura'na's I exhibit them 
in two columns arranged by myself with great attention. 
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SE'iJOND AGE. 


CHILDREN OF THE 



SUN. 

MOON. 



ICSHWA'CU, 

Budiia, 



VicucsU) 

Piimravas^ 



Cucutst’lia, 

Ayiish, 



Ancnas, 

Nahusha, 


5. 

Prifhiiy 

. YayaHi^ 

5. 


Vis'wagaiidlii, 

PtirUy 



Chandra, 

Janamejaya, 



Yuvanas'wa, 

Srdva, 



Prachiiiwat, 

Pravira, 


10. 

Vrihadas'wa, 

Menasyu, 

10 


Dhundliiimdra, 

Chdrupada, 



Drid'’luls'wa, 

Sudya, 



Heryas'wa, 

Baluigava, 



Nicumbha, 

Sanydti, 


15. 

Cris'as'wa, 

Ahanydti, 

15. 


Sen;ajit, 

Raudrds'wa, 



Yuvamis'wa, 

Riteyush, 



Mandhdtri, 

Eantindva, 



Purucutsa, 

♦ Sumati, 


20. 

Trasadasyu, 

Aiti, 

20. 


Anarai^ya, 

Diishnanta^ 



Heryas'wa, 

Bharata, 



Praruna, 

(Vitat’ha, 



Triviadhana, 

Manyu, 


25. 

Satyavrata, 

V rihatcshdtra, 

25, 


Tris'ancu, 

Hastin, 



Haris'chandra, 

Ajamid'^ha, 



Eqhita, 

Ricsha, 



Harita, 

Samwarana, 


30. 

Champa, 

Curuy 

30 


Sudeva, 

JahnUy 



Vijaya, 

Surat’ha, 



Bharuca, 

Yidurat’ha, 
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SUN. 

MOON, 

V ricji. 

Stirvabhauma, 

Bdhuca, 

• Jayatsena, 

Sugar a, 

Rjidhica, 

Asamanjas, 

Ayut^iynsh, 

Aiis'umat, 

Acrodhaiia, 

Bhaglrafha, 

Dcvatit’hi, 

Sruta, 

Ricsha, 

Ndbha, 

Dilipa, 

Sindhudwipa, 

Pratipa, 

Ayutfiyusli, 

SAntanu, 

Rjtaperna, 

Vichitrarirya, 

Sandiisa, 

P/indu, 

As'raaca, 

Miilaea, 

Das'arat’ha, 

Aid/abid'i, 

Vis'wasaha, 

C’liat'wanga, 

Dirghabahn, 

Raghu, 

Aja. 

Das'arafha, 

Ra'ma. 

Yndhishfhir), 


35 , 


40 


40 . 


It is agreed among all the Pandits, that Ra'ma, their seventh 
incarnate Divinity, appeared as king of Ayddliya in the interval 
between the silver and the brazen ages; and, if we suppose him 
to have begun his reign at the very beginning of that interval, 
still three thousand three hundred years of the Gods, gr a million 
one hundred and eighty-eight thousand lunar years of mortals 
will remain in the silver age, during which the fifty ‘five princes 
between Y aivaswata and Ra'ma must have governed the world ; 
but, reckoning thirty years for a generation, which is rather too 
much for a long succession of eldest sons, as they are said to have 
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been, we cannot, by the course of nature, extend the second age 
of the Hindus beyond ^sixteen hundred and fifty solar years: if wc 
suppose them not to have been eldest sons, and even to have 
lived longer than modern princes in a dissolute age, we shall 
find only a period of two thousand years; and, if we remove the 
difficulty by admitting miracles, we must cease to reason, and 
may as well believe at once whatever the Brahmans choose to tell 
us. • 

In the Lunar pedigree we meet Avith another absurdity 
equally fatal to the credit of the system: as far as the 
twenty- second degree of descent from Vaivaswata, the synchro- 
nism of the two families appears tolerably regular, except that 
the Children of the Moon Avere not all eldest sons; for king 
Yata'ti appointed the youngest of his five sons to succeed him in 
India^ and allotted inferior kingdoms to the other four, avIio had 
offended himj part of the Dacslm or the Souths to Yadu, the ances- 
tor of CiiisiiNA; the north, to Anu; the east, to Druhya; and west, to 
Turvasu, from Avhom the Pandiis believe, or pretend to believe, in 
compliment to our nation, that we ar^ descended. But of the 
subsecpient degrees in the lunar line they know so little, that, 
unable to supply a considerablo interval between Bharat and 
Vitat’hAj Avliom tlicy call his son and successor, they arc under 
a necessity of asserting, that the great ancestor of Yudhish/’hiu 
seven and twenty thousand years ; a fable of the 
same class Avith that of his Avoiiderful birth, Avhich is the subject 
of a beautiful Indian Drama : noAv, if Ave suppose his life to have 
lasted no longer than that of other mortals, and admit Vitat’iu 
and the rest to have been his regular successors, we shall fall 
into another absurdity ; for then, if the generations in both lines 
;\vere nearly equal, as they AA^ould naturally have been, we shidl 
find Yudhj81[t'’iiir, Avho reigned confessedly at the close of the 
■brazen age, nine generations older than Ra'ma, before whose 
birth the silver age is alloAved to have ended. After the name 
of Bharat, therefore, I liave set an asterisk to denote a consider- 
able chasm in the Indian History, and have inserted between 
brackets, as out ol their places, his twenty -four successors, AAho 
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reigned, if at. all, in the following age immediately before the 
war of the Mahabharaf. The fourth Avatar, which is placed 
in the interval between the first and second ages, and the fifth 
which soon followed it, appear to be moral fables grounded on 
historical facts : the fourth was the punishment of an impious 
monarch by the Deity himself bursting from a marble Column in 
the shape of a lion ; and the fifth was the humiliation of an ar- 
rogant I’rincc by so conteiiiiptibie an agent as a mendicant dwarf. 
After these, and immecbately before Buddha, come three great 
warriours all named Ra'ma ; but it may justly be made a ques- 
tion, whether they are not three representations of one person, 
or three different ways of relating the same History : the first 
and second Ra'mas are said to have been contemporary ; but 
whether all or any of them mean Rama, the son of Cu'sh* I leave 
others to determine. The mother of the second Rama was named 
Cau'siialya', which is a derivative of Cushala, and, though his 
father be distinguished by the title or epithet of Da'sakAt’ua, 
signifying, that his War-chariot bore him to all quartet's of the 
world, yet the name of Cush, as the Cafshmt rians pronounce it, 
is preserved entire in that of his son and successor, and shadowed 
in that of his ancestor Vicucsm ; nor can a just objection be made 
to this opinion from the nasal Arabian vowel in the word 
llafmah mentioned by Moses, since the very word Arab begins 
with the same letter, which the Greeks and Indians could not 
pronounce ; and they were obliged, therefore, to express it by 
the vowel, which most resembled it. On this question, however, 
I assert nothing ; nor on another, which might be proposed ; 
“whether the fourth mi fifth Aiiattirs be not allegorical stories 
of the two presumptuous monarchs, Nimrod and Belus.” The 
hypothesis, that government ivas first established, laws enacted, 
and agriculture encouraged in India by Rama about three thousand 
eight, hundred years ago, agrees with the received account of 
Noah’s death, and the previous settlement of his immediate 
doscendents. 
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CHILDREN OF THE 



SUN. 

MOON. 


Prativydmaj 

Sahasratifca, 


Bhanu, 

AsVam6dliaja, 

5. 

Deviica, 

Asimacrislmft, 5. 


Sahadevaj 

Nemlehacra, 


Vira, 

Upta, 


Vrihadaswaj , 

Ghitraratdia, 


Bha'^numat, 

Suchirat’lia, 

io. 

Pratica'^swaj 

Dhritimat^ lu. 


Suprati'ca, 

Sushena, 


Marudeva, 

Suiutdia, 


Sunaeshatra, 

Nrichaeshuh, 


Piishcara, 

Suc’hinala, 

15. 

Antaricsha, 

l.kiriplava, 15. 


Sutapas, 

Sun ay a, 


Amitrajit, 

Mckllu/vin, 


Vr’ihadrajaj 

Nripanjaya, 


Barhi, 

Derva, 

20. 

Critanjaya, 

Timi, 20. 


Ean'anjayaj 

Vrihadratlia, 


Sanjaya, 

Suda sa, 


Sldcya, 

Satanica, 


Suddhdda, 

Durmadana, 

25. 

LaAgaladRj 

Kalnnara, 25. 


Prasenajit, 

.DandapaAi'", 


Cshudraca, 

Nimi, 


Sumitra, Y, B. C. 2100, 

Cshchnaca. 


In botli families, we see, ildrt}i generations are reckoned from 
Yudhist'’hir and from Vrihadbala his contemporary (ivlio was 
killed, in the war of Blia'rat, by Abhimanyu, son of Arjun and 
father of Pari'csiiit), to the time, when the Solar and Lunar 
dynasties are believed to have become extinct in the present 
divine age; and for these generations the Hindus allot a period of 
one thousand years only, or a hundred years for three generations; 
^vhich calculation, tlioiigh probably too large, is yet moderate 
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unougli, compared Avitli their absurd accounts of the preceding 
ages : but they reckon exactly the same number of years for 
twenty generations only in the family of Jaea^sandiia, whose son 
was contemporary with Yudhist'^Tiik, and founded a new 
dynasty of princes in Magadha^ or Balia r ; and this exact coinci- 
dence of the time, in which the three races are supposed to havo 
been extinct, has tlm appearance of an artificial chronology, 
foi’ined rather from imagination than from historical evidence ; 
especially as twenty kings, in jin ago comparatively modern, 
could not have reigned a thousand years. I, nevertheless, ex- 
liibit tlie list of them as a curiosity ; hi\t am flir from being con- 
vinced, that all of them ever existed : that, if they did exist, 
they could not liave reigned more than seven hundred years, I 
am fully persuaded by tlie coitrse of nature and the concurrent 
opinion of mankind. 

KINGS OF MAGADIIA. 


Sahadeva, 

Suchi, 

Marjari, 

Cshcma, ■ 

SrutasMvas, 

Suvrata, 

Ayutayusli. 

l)herniasiitra, 

Niramitra, 

Srama 

Sunaeshatra., * 

Drid^’liasena, 

Yrihelsena, 

Sumati, 

Carmajit, 

Slibala, 

Srutonjaya, 

Sunita, 

Vipra, 

Satyajit, 


PuKANJAYA, son of the twentieth king, wnxs put to death by 
his minister Sunaca, who placed lus oavu son Pkadyo'ta on tlie 
throne of his master ; and this revolution constitutes art epoch 
of the higliest importance in our present inquiry ; first, because 
it happened according to the Blui gawatamrita, two years exactly 
before Buddha’s appearance in the same kingdom ; next, because 
it is believed by the Hindus to have taken place three thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-eight years ago, or two thousand one 
hundred years before ChkesT; and lastly^ because a regular 
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THIUJ) AGE. 


ClllLDUKJs OF THK 


MOON. 


Ciisha, 

Atitlii, 

Nish a cl If a, 

Nabluis, 

FundWca, 

Cyhemadliainv as, \ itai'ha, 

DevaDica, Manyn, 

A 111 n'a gu , ri liatcslir tr a , 

iVripaW, Hasiin, * 

}i anacli ’hala , Aj arn id lia, 

Yajrmialdia, llicslia, 

Area, Sainwaraiia, 

Sugana, Cfirff, 

Yidhriti, Jahnu^ 

Iliranyaiia^blia, Surat'lia, 

Pusliya, Vidurat’lia, 

DhruYasaiidlii, SaWabliauma, 

Suders an a , J ay at seiia , 

Agniverua, Ra dhica, 

Siglira, Ayuta^yush, 

il/a/*w,supposcdtol)e slillalive. Acrodliana, 


Prasus ruta, 
Sandhi, 
Amersana, 
Mahaswat, 

Yis wabha^hu, 
Prasenajit, 
Tacshaca, 
Vrihadbala, 


Drvatitdii, 

Ricslia, 

Dibpa, 

Pratipa, 

Sa'ntanii, 

Vicliitravirya, 

Pa'ndu, 

Yudhishfhira, 


30. Yrihadrania, Y. B. C. 3100, Paricshit 25. 

Here we have only nine and twenty princes of the solar line 
between Ra ma and Vrihadrana exclusively ; and their reigns, 
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♦ luring tlie whole brazen uge, are supposed to have lasted near 
nejht hmidred mid sixtif-fimr thousand years, a supposition evi- 
tlcntly against nature ; the uniform course of which allows only 
a period of ek/ht hundred and seventy, or, at the very utmost of 
a thousand, years for twenty-nine generations. Paiu esniT, the 
great nephew and successor of YuDiiiSH/’niB, who had recover- 
ed the throne from Duryo dhan, is allowed without controversy 
to have reigned in the interval between the hrazen and earthen 
ages, and to have died at the setting in of the Caliyug ; so that, 
if the I^andiis of Gashmr and Vara!nes have made a right calcu- 
lation of Buddha’s appearance, the present, ov fourth, age must 
have begun about a thousand years before the birth of Christ, 
and conseijuently *the reigns of Icsiiwa^cu, could not have been 
earlier than four thousand years before that great epoch ; and 
even that date Avill, perhaps, ajipear, Avhen it shall be strictly 
examined, to be near two thousand years earlier than the truth. 
1 cannot leave tlic third Indian age, in which the virtues and 
vices of mankind are said to have been equal, without observing, 
that even the close of it is manifestly fabulous and poetical, with 
hardly more appearance of historical truth, than the talc of Troy 
or of the Argonauts ; for Yudhish/’iiir, it seems, was the son of 
Dherma, the Gc?iius of Justice ; Bhi ma of Pavan, or the God of 
Wind ; Arjun of Indra, or the Firmament ; Nacul and Saha- 
DE VA, of the two OuMA RS, the Castor and Pollux of India ; 
and Bu/siima, their reputed great uncle, was the child of 
Ganga^, or the Ganges, by Sa^ntanu, whose brother I)e va^pi 
is supposed to be still alive in the city of Calapa ; all which 
fictions may be charming embellishments of an heroic poem, 
but are just as absurd in civil History, as the descent of two 
royal families from the Sun and the Moon. 

FOURTH AGE. 

CHILDREN OF THE 

SUN. MOON, 

llrucriya, Janamijemja 

Vatsavriddha, Satdnica, 
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chronology, according to the iiiimher of years in each dynasty, 
has been established from the accession of Pradyo ta to tho 
subversion of the genuine Uindu government , and that clirono* 
logy I will now lay before you, after observing onlv^ th.at 
Ra nin/cA NT himself says nothing of Buddha in this part of his 
work, though he particularly mentions tlie two preceding xiva- 
iaras in their proper places. 

KINGS OK MAGADIIA. 


Y.B.C. 

Pradydta, 2100 

Pa'laca, 

VisVc’hayiipa, 

Rajaca, 

Nandi verdliana, 5 reigns=rl38 years, 

Sis^ma^ga, 1962 

Ca^'caverna, 

Csh^madherman. 

Cshetrajnya, 

Vidhisa^ra, 5. 

Aja'^tasatru, 

Darbhaca, 

Ajaya. 

Nandiverdhana, 

Mahiinandi, 10 r=360 y, 

Nanda, 1G02 

This prince, of Whom frequent mention is made in the 
Sanscrit books, is said to have been murdered, after a reign of a 
hundred year.% by a very learned and ingenious, but passionate 
and vindictive, Bra%nan, whose name was Chanacya, an/1 
raised to the throne a man of the Maurya race, named Cha \t-aa- 
GUPTA : by the death of Nanda, and his sons, the Cshatriya 
family of Pradyo ta became extinct. 

A 
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MAUEYA KINGS. 


Y.B.C. 

Chandragupta, 1502 

Va^risara, 

AsV)caverdhana, 

Suyas'^as, 

Des^arat’ha, 5, 

Sangata, 

Sa^lis^uca, 

Sdmasarman, 

Satadlianwas, 

Vrihadrat’ha, 10 >’.=137 y. 

On tlie death of the tenth Maurya king, his place was assum- 
ed by his Commander-in-Chief, Pushpamitra, of tlie Smga 
nation or family. 

SUNGA KINGS. 

Y.B.C. 

Pushpamitra, .... 1365 

Agnimitra, 

Sujyesht’ha, 

V asumitra, 

Abhadraca, 5. 

Pulinda, 

Ghdsha, 

Vajramitra, 

Bhhgavata 

D^vabhdti, 10 »’=112 y. 

The last prince was killed by his minister Vasude'va, of the 
Canna race, who usurped the throne of Magadha. 

CANNA KINGS. 

Y.B.C. 

Vasud4va, 1253 

Bhdmitra, 

Kiur^yana, 

Susarman, 4r— 845 v. 
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A Sudra^ of the Andhra family, having murdered his master 
SusARMAN, and seized the government, founded a new dynasty of 

ANDHEA KINGS. 

Y.B.C. 

Balin, 908 

Crishna, 

Sris'antacama> 

Paurnamasa, 

Lamb6dara, 5* 

Vivilaca, 

McghaSAvata, 

Vat'amana, 

Talaca, 

Sivaswati, 10. 

Purishabheru, 

Sunandana, 

Chacoraca, 

Bat^aca, 

Gbmatin, 15. 

Puri mat, 

M^das^iras, 

Sirascand’ha, 

YajnyasVi, 

Vijaya, 20. 

Chandrabija, 2l y. 

After the death of Chandrab/ja, which happened, according 
to the Hindus^ 396 years before Vicrama^ditya, or 452 B.C. we 
hear no more of Magadha as an independent kingdom ; but Ea - 
DHA^CA NT has exhibited the names of seven dynasties, in which 
seventy-si^ princes are said to have reigned one thousand three 
hundred and ninety -nine Avabhriti^ a town of the Dacshin^ 

or South, which we commonly call Decan : the names of the seven 
dynasties, or of the families who established them, are Abhira, 
Gardahhiny Canca, Yavana, Turnshcara^ Bhurunda^ Maida ; of 
which the Vavanas are by some, not generally, supposed to 
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have been lontans, or Greeks^ but the Tarushcaras and Manias 
are universally believed to have been Turcs and Moguls ; yet 
Ra dha'cant adds : when the Mania race was extinct, five 
princes, named Blmnanda, Bangira, Sis\inandi, Yasonandi, and 
Praviracay reigned an hundred and six years ( or till the year 
1053 ) in the city of Cilacila\'* which lie tells me, he understands 
to be in the country of the Maharashtra's^ or Mahrd^ta's ; and 
here ends his inrimn Chronology ; for after ^^Pray/raca, says he, 
this empire was divided among MUdthas^ or Infidels/’ This 
account of the seren modern dgnastles appears very doubtful in 
Itself, and has no relation to our present inquiry; for their domi- 
nion seems confined to the Decan, w'ithout extending to Maga- 
dha ; nor liave w-e any reason to believe, tliat a race of Grecian 
princes ever established a kingdom in either of those countries : 
as to the Moguls^ their dynasty still subsists, at least nominally , 
unless that of Chengiz be meant, and his successors could not 
have reigned in any part of India for the period of three hundred 
years, which is assigned to the Manias ; nor is it probable, that 
tlie word 'rare, which an Indian could have easily pronounced 
and clearly expressed in the Nagarl letters, sliould have been 
corrupted into Turushcara. On the whole wm may safely close 
the most authentic system of llindn Chronology, that I have 
yet been able to j)rocure, with the deatli of Cuaxdrari ja. 
Should luiy farther information he attainable, we shall, perhaps, 
in due time attain it either from books or inscriptions in the 
Sanscrit language ; but from the materials, Avith Avhicli we are at 
present su]3j)liod, ^vQ may estaldish as indubitable the tAvo fol- 
lowing ])roposltions ; that the three first ages of the Ilindus are 
chiefly mythological. Avhether their mytliology Avas founded on the 
dark enigmas of their astronomers or on the heroic fictions of 
their ])oets, and, that the /h/n-///, or historical, age cannot be car- 
ried farther hack than about « aax) thousand years before Christ. 
Even ill the history of (he present age, the generations of men 
and tlie reigns of kings are exioialed beyond the course of nature, 
und beyond the average resulting from the accounts of the Brdh- 
mans themselves; for they assign to an hniaJrtd aiid torfyduv 
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modern reigns a period of three thousand one hundred and sixty- 
three years, or about twenty-two years to a reign one with another ; 
yet they represent only four Ganna princes on the throne of Ma- 
(jadha for a period of three hundred and forty-fi,ve years ; now it 
is even more improbable, that four successive kings should have 
reigned eiyhty-six years and four months each, than that Nanda 
should have been king a hundred years and murdered at last. 
Neither account can be credited ; but, that we may allow the 
highest probable antiquity to the Hindu government, let us 
grant, that three yeneratlons of men were e(jual on an average to 
a7i hundred years, and that Indian princes liave reigned, one 
with another, tu:o and twenty : tlien reckoning thirty generations 
from Aujun, the brother of Yuoiiisirr uika, to the extinction of 
his race, and taking the account of Buddha’s birth from 

M. De GuiaxKS, as the most authentic medium between Aeu’l- 
FAZL and the Tibetians^ we may arrange the corrected Hindu 
Chronology according t(j the following table, snpidying the word 
about or nearly^ ( since perfect accuracy cannot 1)C attained and 


ought not to be re(iuircd), before every date. 

Y.B.C. 

Abhimanyu son q/'AiuUN, 

2029 

Pradyota, 

1029 

Buddha, 

1027 

Nanda, 

699 

Balin, 

149 

VlCllAMA^DlTYA, 

56 

He^^vpaAa, ling of Gaur, 

23 


If we take the date of Buddha’s appearance from Abu’lfazl, 
we must place Abhimanvu 23G8 years before Christ, nnkss wc 
calculate from the twenty kings of Hayadha, and allow seven 
hundred years, instead of a thousmul between Aujun and Pr a > 
DYOTA, which will bring us again very nearly to the date exhi- 
bited in the table ; and, perhaps, we can hardly approach nearer 
to the truth. As to liafja Nanda, if he really sat on the throne 
a whole century, we must bringdown the Andhra dynasty, to the 
age of Vjukama DiTYA, who with his feudatories had probably 
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obtained so much power during the reign of those princes, that 
they had little more than a nominal sovereignty, which ended 
with Chandrabi JA in the third or fourth century of the Christian 
era ; having, no doubt, been long reduced to insignificance by 
the kings of Gaar^ descended from Go pa la. But if the author 
of the Dabista^n be warranted in fixing the birth of Buddha ten 
years before the Caliyug, we must thus correct the Chronological 
Table ; » 

Y.B.C. 

Buddha, ... ... ... 1027 

Paricsliit, ... 1017 

Pradyot ( reckoning 20 or 30 generations), ... 317 or 17 

Y.A.C. 

Nanda, 13 or 813 

Thir correction would oblige us to place Vicrama'ditya 
before Nanda, to whom, as all the Pandits agree, he was long 
posterior j and, if this be an historical fact, it seems to confirm 
the Bhagawatdmrita which fixes the begining of the Caliyug 
about a thousand years before Buddha ; besides that Balin 
would then be brought down at least to the sixth and Chandra- 
Bi'JA to the tenth century after Christ, without leaving room for 
the subsequent dynasties, if they reigned successively. 

Thus have we given a sketch of [ndian History through the 
longest period fairly assignable to it, and have traced the foun- 
dation of the Indian empire above three thousand eight hundred 
years from the present time ^ but, on a subject in itself so obs- 
•cure, and so much clouded by the fictions of the PrahmanSy who, 
to aggrandize themselves, have designedly raised their antiquity 
beyond the truth, we must be satisfied with probable conjecture 
and just reasoning from the best attainable data ^ nor can we 
hope for a system of Indian Chronology, to which no objection 
can be made, unless the Astronomical books in Sanscrit shall 
clearly ascertain the places of the colures in some precise years 
of the historical age, not by loose traditions, like that of a coarse 
observation by Chiron, who possibly never existed ( for ‘‘ he 
lived, says Newton, in the golden age/' which must long have 
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preceded the Argonautic expedition ), but by such evidence as our 
astronomers and scholars shall allow to be unexceptionable. 


CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE. 


According io one of the Hypotheses intimated 
in the preceding Tracts 


('IIRISTIAN 

HINDU. 

Yearn from 17 

and MUSJ':LMAN. 


of our era. 

Adam, 

Menu I. Age I. 

5794 

Noah, 

Menu fl. 

4737 

Deluge, 


4138 

Nimrod. 

I[imn)jacmipv. Age. 

11. 4006 

Bel, 

Bali, 

3892 

Rama, 

Rama. Age III. 

3817 

Nonh’o death, 


3787 


Pradyota, 

2817 


Buddha. Age IV. 

2815 


Nanda, 

2487 


Balm, 

1937 


Vicramaditya, 

1844 


Dempdla, 

1811 

Christ, 


1787 


Nara'yanpada, 

1721 


Baca, 

1709 

Walid, 


1080 

Mahmud, 


786 

Ohmgiz, 


548 

Taimiir, 


391 

Babur, 


276 

Na'dirsha'h, 


49 






